
 

Creative Writing: Freshers Edition 
❤ +  = Information! 

Basic Guidelines: 
1.   We do not expect you to write on each of the topics we have provided. A large 

number of them are given, simply to increase the variety of choices you have. Pick 
and choose and write for as many as you want. Each write up can fetch you a 
maximum of 10 points. However, there can be only one write up per topic per 
team.  

2.   Write as much or as little as you want, we don’t mind. However, points will be 
deducted for irrelevant stuff that digresses from the topic and for the write up 
being too short, based on our judgement. It will be a fine line that you will tread 
between lack of reading material and tedious, lengthy writing. 

3.   Grammatical and spelling mistakes fetch you NO negatives unless there is a 
plethora of them. However, plagiarism does fetch you negatives. 

4.   Your write up should be a poem or story only where thus specified. Else, it can be 
anything; a letter, a a diary entry, an obituary; absolutely anything. Only your 
imagination limits you. 

4.   Number your sheets with the correct topic number and write your name on  each 
one of the sheets. 

3.   Your writing will be judged separately by two or three judges of varied tastes, 
ideas and levels of literacy. So, don’t worry about your write up not appealing to 
people of a particular taste.  

2.   You have half an hour to read the topics and 2 hours for the actual writing. So, 
chill out and write at your own sweet pace.  

1.   Have fun! And remember, “Some live, Some die, In the way of the Samurai” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“If my doctor told me I had only six minutes to live, I wouldn't brood. I'd type a little faster.”  
― Isaac Asimov 



 

Chapter 1: The Shoulders of Giants. 
 
So, young freshmen, welcome to IITK!  Now, with that out of the way, on to business. 
These being your baby steps on what we hope will be a long journey in creative writing at 
IITK, we thought we’d help you along by showing you the footsteps to follow in. You have a 
variety to choose from, go ahead! So, we think, To write or not to write, that is not the 
question anymore. 
  

1. Everywhere we go, we see people. People have many characteristics, many traits. 
Charles Dickens(1812–1870) was this English dude, who wrote really well. I mean, 
like seriously well. His stories were moving, very human and sometimes even a tad 
depressing. But, what most people don’t know is that Dickens based a lot of 
characters on real life. As Wikipedia states: “He retained poignant memories of 
childhood, helped by an excellent memory of people and events, which he used in his 
writing. “ He is supposed to have based Oliver Twist and David Copperfield on 
himself; Dora from the latter on  his first love, Maria Beadnell; Fagin on a 
newspaper article about a similar character and a host of other characters on 
people he saw in his life. So, what we’re gonna do here is give you a character, and 
you have to use him in your piece. Enough of this dude should be described so we 
know it’s him.  Here’s the dude: 

“This man has fair skin, brown eyes and shoulder length, braided grey hair 
which is a little unhealthy. He is 6' 0" and has a plump build. His clothes are usually 
quite feminine and he prefers them to be light coloured. He has a small tattoo on his 
right arm. He often wears an emerald amulet.” 
We want to know how you would feel about such a person through a piece 
involving the above person at least once. 
 
 
 

2. “I suppose it's like the ticking crocodile, isn't it? Time is chasing after all of us.   
 
           J.M. Barrie, Peter Pan 
 

So, yeah dude, everyone knows who J.M Barrie(1860 – 1937) is, not much to be said 
here. We just feel the realization wash over us that the ticking crocodile, a 
character that might have seemed to you as just a Deus Ex Machina in Peter Pan 
actually had such deep thought put behind it. That’s like crazy, man, y’know, the 
inevitability of death and all, I mean where did that come from? It’s hard enough to 
write a children’s story, even harder to put in deep stuff like that in there. So, 
dude, Write a kid’s story. Bonus points for meta stuff.  
 

“If my doctor told me I had only six minutes to live, I wouldn't brood. I'd type a little faster.”  
― Isaac Asimov 



 

3. Isaac Asimov (1920 – 1992) was this dude who wrote a lot. I mean, like a lot, an 
estimated 1700 words a day, with like 500 books to his name. He has books in 9 of 
10 categories of the Dewey Classification system. So, yeah, you say, ‘So,what?’ 
Well, Heard of these?: 

 
 1. A robot may not injure a human being or, through inaction, allow a human being to 
come to harm. 

 2. A robot must obey the orders given to it by human beings, except where such orders 
would conflict with the First Law. 

 3. A robot must protect its own existence as long as such protection does not conflict 
with the First or Second Law. 

 
Yeah, I’m talking about that Asimov. Now, what you might not know about him is 
that he invented the words “robotics”, "spome", "psychohistory" and 'positronic' 
(an entirely fictional technology) and made them sound convincingly true. Many 
aspiring Sci-fi authors try to reach his God-like status. So, we tell you, ‘Wanna 
join them? You start here.’ Write a Sci-fi piece. Bonus for any well described 
new terms that you make up. 

 
4. The Catcher in the Rye is a novel about a whiny teenager, who won’t stop 

complaining about his problems. So, why would such a book be described as 
depressing and unsettling? One step ahead, why would this book be linked to 
several high-profile assassinations, like that of John Lennon, for example? Is 
depression so powerful a tool? Can minds be manipulated and hearts be broken? 
Why don’t you try to find out? Write a depressing piece.Bonus points if one of 
us goes into depression.(At least one of us has been in depression before and 
therefore we are aware of what it will be like, from one depressed teenager to 
another) 

  
5. “Now was acknowledged the presence of the Red Death. He had come like a thief in the 

night. And one by one dropped the revellers in the bloodbedewed halls of their revel, and 
died each in the despairing posture of his fall. And the life of the ebony clock went out with 
that of the last of the gay. And the flames of the tripods expired. And Darkness and 
Decay and the Red Death held illimitable dominion over all.” 

 
Edgar Allan Poe, The Masque of Red Death 
 
Have a taste for the macabre? Do you spend your time plotting out grim fantasies? 
Well here’s your chance to put those scary daydreams on to paper and scare us 
witless, you freak of nature! So, Write a gory/macabre piece. Bonus points if 
any of the judges has nightmares. 
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6. “Three Rings for the Elven-kings under the sky, 

Seven for the Dwarf-lords in halls of stone, 
Nine for Mortal Men, doomed to die, 
One for the Dark Lord on his dark throne 
In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie. 
One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, 
One Ring to bring them all and in the darkness bind them. 
In the Land of Mordor where the Shadows lie.”  

 
J.R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings 

 
These are lines that make millions of hearts skip a beat. Isn’t it weird, how someone 
can create an entirely new world out of his imagination and fill in details and make 
it as complete in itself, as is the field of real numbers? And of course, this is just 
one of the many fantastic worlds to get lost into. But well, isn’t this what writing is 
all about? Putting on display for others, something, that only the writer could ‘feel’! 
So today, we want you to write for us such a piece of fantasy. 
 

7. My philosophy, in essence, is the concept of man as a heroic being, with his own 
happiness as the moral purpose of his life, with productive achievement as his noblest 
activity, and reason as his only absolute. 

-Ayn Rand, Atlas Shrugged 

Ayn Rand created a totally new world through her unemulated works, a totally new 
philosophy, that gained as much support, as it did public disapproval. So, 
irrespective of which side one belongs to, it is quite impressive how one’s writing 
can mesmerise the reader to either love a piece, or just hate it!  So, write a piece 
describing a philosophy of your own. Bonus points if after reading, any of 
the graders wants to kill you.  

 
8. Living is easy with eyes closed 

Misunderstanding all you see 
It's getting hard to be someone 
But it all works out 
It doesn't matter much to me 
 
The Beatles, Strawberry Fields Forever 
 
People say that music is that, which can express the inexpressible. It has been 
scientifically proven that listening to music soothes the heart. However, we feel 
that the lyrics of a song play an equally important role in reaching out to the soul of 
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the listener. Because words have the power of giving life to melodies. So, we wish 
you to cook up a song, on any theme of your choice. Bonus points if one of 
us spontaneously bursts out singing. 

 
9. The Big Brothers are watching you, dude! Yeah man, political satire is fun! If done 

well, that is. One of the best writers of this kind of stuff was George Orwell (1903 
- 1950), whose books you might find lying about in your hall reading room (atleast I 
did). His masterpiece, Animal Farm, was a story in 3 levels, it was a fable, an 
allegory and a political satire all rolled into one. (Read up on that if you want)  
So, write either a political satire or a story in many levels like this. 

 
10. Lewis Carroll was a pedophile. Just saying, you know. How does Alice in Wonderland 

seem to you now? Speaking of grown men and young girls, Lolita, one of the 
greatest novels of all time was about a pedophile and his sexy little girl. There must 
be some deeper connection between little girls and writing. Let’s find out. 
Write a poem detailing the good qualities of sexy young girls, which should 
be squeaky clean,such that a school girl (oops!) reading it in her textbook 
should not find any reason to blush. Bonus points for hidden double 
entendres. 
 

11. O. Henry (1862 - 1910) was the master of mighty twists. Most of his writing 
featured an (un)expected twist in the end that never failed to astonish readers. 
Same goes for Saki (1860 -1910). Sometimes a bolt out of the blue makes our 
mundane lives much more fun. Write a piece with a mighty big twist in it. Bonus 
if we jump out of our socks. 

 
12. “What an astonishing thing a book is. It's a flat object made from a tree with flexible parts 

on which are imprinted lots of funny dark squiggles. But one glance at it and you're inside 
the mind of another person, maybe somebody dead for thousands of years. Across the 
millennia, an author is speaking clearly and silently inside your head, directly to you. 
Writing is perhaps the greatest of human inventions, binding together people who never 
knew each other, citizens of distant epochs. Books break the shackles of time. A book is 
proof that humans are capable of working magic."  

 
Carl Sagan, Cosmos 
 
Well yeah, you can take a pause now and get lost in admiration of this guy. Okay. 
done with it? Move on now! The quote above is self explanatory of the fact that 
writing has the power of bringing any mundane topic in the whole wide Galaxy, such 
as a book, to a level where you can’t help saying ‘Wow!’ Maybe that’s why we say 
that ‘a pen is mightier than a sword.’ So anyway, we want a winner of a piece 
from you describing ‘science’, so that even the Church would consider bowing 
down! Hell Yeah! 
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