
 

 

 
 

      WORD GAMES 

     Prelims 

 

 

                                                           Duration : 120+ minutes  

                                                 College : 

                                              Team Members : 

 

 

                                                            Contact : 

 

 

General guidelines: 

 

- Teams which qualify for the finals shall be informed by tonight.  

- Write all answers in the space provided in this sheet.  

- Before submission, make sure you have filled in your college name, as well as a number to 

contact you on. 

- Read the instructions provided in each of the sections, do not hesitate to ask any of the 

organizing team your doubts. 

-Results would also be posted on www.facebook.com/elsiitk 

 

https://www.facebook.com/elsiitk


 

 

 

 

1. A pangram or holoalphabetic sentence is a sentence using every letter of the alphabet at least 

once. 

The best known English pangram is "A quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog." It has been used 

since at least the late 19th century, was utilized by Western Union to test Telex / TWX data 

communication equipment for accuracy and reliability, and was used by a number of computer 

programs (most notably the font viewer built into Microsoft Windows) to display computer fonts. 

 

Come up with another pangram with number of letters lesser than or equal to 30.  

 

Your choice of words should be restricted to the Oxford English dictionary and must not have any 

abbreviations, acronyms, contractions, initialisms, isolated letters, proper nouns or Roman 

Numerals.              [20] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Heteronyms are words that are spelled the same but differ in meaning and pronunciation. In 

each of the following sentences, fill in the blanks with the appropriate heteronym. 

            [6 x 10] 

 

E.g. Whenever he goes to his grandfather’s house, all he _does_ is stare at the _does _ hop by in the 

woods beyond the farm and draw pictures of them with his crayon. 

Here, 'does' has two meanings.  1) singular- present form of verb 'be' 

     2) plural of 'doe', the animal 

 

 

1. He ___________________ a cotton cloth around his __________________ to stop it from 

bleeding 

 

2. Her father made her _________________all the letters from her lover and she did so 

without shedding a ___________________. 

 

3. There were straws in the __________________ that suggested that a strike was likely. The 

workers’ union had decided to _________________ up the meeting as quickly as possible 

and march to the factory owner’s residence. 

 



 

 

4. The Smiths are very aggressive people. They had a ___________________ with their 

neighbours over the trivial issue of who was to sit in the front __________________ during 

the festival parade.  

 

5. He drank up all the __________________ at the party yesterday. Although it’s a mild liquor, 

he needs to stop drinking so much for the __________________ of his health. 

 

6. After the demise of the _____________________ guitarist of the band due to 

__________________ poisoning, the band members fell apart. 

 

7. Frank is really finicky. He wants us to send him reports of every __________________ of the 

meeting and with the mention of every _________________detail. 

 

8. The music that  my neighbour played could _________________ anybody who heard it. 

When we were young, we’d stand at his house’s __________________ and listen to it for 

hours. 

 

9. Kites are known for their eyesight. Once a kite spotted a __________________ below it at 

some distance in pearly white background and ______________________ to catch its prey. 

 

10. They can never agree with each other on any matter. Whenever they 

____________________ his arguments are always ___________________ of hers. Reaching 

a meaningful conclusion is an impossibility. 

 

 

 

3. ALPHABET BLITZ     [2X no. of alphabets in longest word]  

Make as many words as you can using all the letters of the words given below. You are allowed to 

repeat the letters. The longer the word, the more points you get. No new alphabets to be used 

except the ones given below. Give only one final dictionary word, ambiguous answers will earn 

negative marks 

 

1. sea 

2. ref  

3. lens 

4. set        

5. latino  

6. the  

7. incomes      

8. natures 



 

 

9. garment 

10. reign 

 

 

4. OXYMORONS                               [5 x 11] 

 

An oxymoron is a figure of speech that juxtaposes elements that appear to be contradictory. 

Complete the given sentences with pairs of words that form an oxymoron. 

e.g. The comedian was ____seriously funny____. 

 

1. The little Shiba Inu puppies were  ____________________________ (absent) long after they 

had escaped through the gaps in the backyard fence. 

2. She is very impressionable. Watching Hollywood movies has made her believe in apocalypse 

and the rule of the __________________________________(zombies). 

3. Even if his argument was logical, the words he chose were ___________________________   

(quite unpleasant) which made it difficult to digest. 

4. She was told by her manager to not become very conscious of the limelight and 

________________________________(behave as one is).  

5. My computer science tutor advised me to do a course in ___________________________ 

(an improved version of a microsoft product) even though I feel that I do not need to. 

6. He wants an__________________________ (precise guess) of his daughter’s monthly 

spendings.  

7. The breakfast we had at the Italian food joint was ______________________ (extremely 

nice). 

8. The ____________________________ (queasy sick person) sat in his chair waiting 

apprehensively for the results of his health tests. 

9. Everything I consider as fresh gossip is ______________________(outdated information) to 

Welma. She is the first one to find out about anything new that happens. 

10. He was forced to ______________________  (resign) from his position as president. 

 

 

5. WORD PYRAMID                         [2 x 33] 

Add a letter at each stage, and rearrange the letters to get the answer. Keep doing that, and voila, 

you have emulated the ancient Egyptians! 

 

_   =mc^2 

_ _   iteration 

_ _ _   Catcher in the _____ 

 

Solution: 

e   =mc^2 

re   iteration 

rye   Catcher in the_____ 

 



 

 

 

 

_   symbol for a life supporting element 

_ _   a logical operator 

_ _ _   animal product used in an hors d'oeuvre 

_ _ _ _   derogatory term for a black American by other black people but kid’s favorite  

_ _ _ _ _  code word used in radio communication used lovingly by a Capulet 

_ _ _ _ _ _  glum and unsociable 

 

 

_   one of the four nucleotides used in building DNA 

_ _   year of ‘our’ Lord 

_ _ _   slang for superlative measure of angle 

_ _ _ _   a person under protection or custody 

_ _ _ _ _  marks lines and curves to make a 2 D figure 

_ _ _ _ _ _  birds like cranes, ducks and swans 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _  an attendant on an aeroplane 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  the cardinal compass point that is at 90 degrees 

 

 

_   head of MI6 

_ _   before one-two-double-O 

_ _ _   any living or extinct member of family Hominidae characterized by  

   superior intelligence and articulate speech 

_ _ _ _                average intend to convey 

_ _ _ _ _  if you’re an Otaku, you’ve probably seen a lot of this 

_ _ _ _ _ _  an acute insufficiency 

 

 

_   a language for statistical computing  

_ _   a form of address for a man 

_ _ _   a recurring sleep state during which dreaming occurs 

_ _ _ _   when in this country, observe the people and follow suit  

_ _ _ _ _  the conventions that embody the fundamental values of a group 

_ _ _ _ _ _  lacks brightness and colour 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

_   used to address oneself 

_ _   to be 

_ _ _   to assume a comfortable posture   

_ _ _ _   contains an ordered array of items 

_ _ _ _ _  A dessert of sliced fruit and ice cream covered with whipped cream     

   and cherries and nuts 

_ _ _ _ _ _  makes by interlacing 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _  capable of being influenced or formed 

 

 

 

6. ETYMOLOGY           [7x10] 

 

Etymologies are not definitions; they're explanations of what our words meant and how they 

sounded 600 or 2,000 years ago. Solve the following (number of letters is given within brackets):  

 

1. The word comes from the Tamil word paraiyan meaning drummer, considered to be lower 

in rank in the cast system in India. (6) _____________ 

 

2. ________________ is a noun, meaning ‘a look’, derived from the Hindi word dekho 

imperative of dekhna (to look). (5) 

 

3. This flowering plant got its name because of the shape of its leaves. Being shaped like teeth, 

it reminded a few French people about the teeth of a certain carnivore and hence the name.  

(9)_______________________ 

 

4. This word is derived from plural of a modern latin word meaning ‘place where three roads 

meet’ and means ‘something of small importance’ (7)______________________ 

 

5. This word came into Middle English from Old French via Latin dis(expressing reversal)+ 

battere (to fight) and means ‘to quarrel’. (6)___________________________ 

 

6. This word was derived from Hindi in the Late 17th century from a type of cottage built for 

early European settlers in Bengal. (8)________________________ 

 

7. This word comes from Latin subvenire ‘occur to mind’ and is of sentimental value to tourists. 

(8)_____________________________ 

 

8. Military term which originally meant ‘boy soldiers’. (8)______________________ 

 



 

 

9. This word was derived from the noun form of the same word denoting the two days in each 

which in medieval times were believed to be unluck, from medieval Latin dies mali ‘evil 

days’. (6)_______________________ 

 

10. The term _______________ is derived from the Babylonians who declared mead, a honey-

flavored wine, the official wedding drink, stipulating that the bride's parents be required to 

keep the groom supplied with the drink for the month following the wedding. (9) 

 

 

 

7. Fill in the blanks with popular English expressions containing names of countries or their 

derivatives.            [7 x 7] 

 

e.g.  I tried to watch a TV show about physics last night, but I gave up. It was __all Greek to 

me___. 

 

This phrase is used when one cannot understand something one reads or hears  

 

1. Living in a field of radiation is like playing __________________with high-energy particles as 

bullets. 

 

a common phrase derived from the term for a suicidal game involving spinning a gun chamber with 

one bullet 

 

2.  Sally said she wouldn’t let a man pay for her meal on a first date. She prefers to 

_________________.  

 

to split the bill at a restaurant  

 

3. All this talk about the President resigning is just________________. There’s no truth to this 

rumour at all. 

 

This expression originally comes from a game also known as broken telephone, operator, don't drink 

the milk. It is often invoked as a metaphor for cumulative error which comes from rumours or gossip. 

 

 

4. If you’ll __________________, I think he’s a *&^%!! 

 

This expression is used to apologise usually before, or after, we say something rude or impolite: a 

swear word. 

 



 

 

5. There seems to be a _________________ in the talks as neither the buyer or seller can agree 

on a price. 

 

This is expression is used when two groups cannot agree on what to do next. Often used to describe 

a situation in business where there is gridlock. 

 

6. I was a bit of a _________________in the past, but I’ve calmed down a lot nowadays. 

 

used to describe a young rebel who is part of a group/organization and can’t be controlled. 

 

7. “I think I’ll have a quick drink for _____________ before I ask that girl to dance with me”. 

 

when you need a little alcohol to give you the courage or confidence to do something. 

 

 

  
 

8. BEHEADED WORDS       [6 x 15] 

 

For each of the following, remove the first letter from a word that means the same as the first word 

to get another valid word that means the same as the second word and fetch yourself easy points. 

 

e.g. medicine →  carpet 

Solution: drug →  rug 

1. injure →  objective →  ’not’ prefix 

 

2. give →  rave → social arthropod 

 

3. hang freely →  measure of degree of inclination of two intersecting lines  

 

4. specimen→ plentiful 

 

5. trajectory →  fire up 

 

6. threshold →place for roller skating 

 

7. complain → miasmatic 

 

8. physical contact →  expression of pain → fluid for marking 

 

9. adjust finely→ feeble 

 



 

 

10. ploy→ scope 

 

11. blabber→ value 

 

12. ricochet→ small amount 

 

13. turn red →luxuriant 

 

14. buccaneer →  furious → rank 

 

15. delicate → bar → to trouble 

 

 

 

9. WORD LADDER     [(40 or 50) / n where n= number of link words] 

There is a pair of words given to you. The first word has to be converted to the second, using the 

following rules: 

- At every step you can only replace one letter with any other. 

- At the end of the replacement, the modified word must be a valid English word. 

 

e.g  CAR to TOW 

CAR → TAR → TAP → TOP → TOW 

 

 

1. [40/n] FAST to SLOW 

 

 

2. [50/n] ROUGH to SLEEK 

 

 

3. [50/n] RACER to SOCK 

 

 

4. [40/n] FIRE to SAND 

 

 

5. [40/n] BOAT to MAST 

 

 

6. [40/n] JUNE to JULY 



 

 

 

10. REBUSES                   [5 x 9] 

A rebus is an allusional device that uses pictures to represent words or parts of words.    

Each of the given puzzles represents a common English phrase: 

e.g. HEAD 

       HEELS                 →  head over heels 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

11. Kangaroo words are words containing letters in sequence, together or apart, that form a 

definition or instance of the subsuming word. The bigger word is called the kangaroo word and the 

synonym it carries within is called the ‘joey’ word from the fact that kangaroos carry their young 

(known as joeys) in a body pouch.         

            [6 x 14] 

E.g., con T A m I N a T e =  kangaroo word. 

taint= joey word 

For each set of sentences, there is a kangaroo word hidden in it and the blank is to be filled in with 

its joey word. 

 

e.g.:  He had swayed everybody to his side with his charisma and words. His ___________ and wit 

were two of his greatest weapons. 

 

Kangaroo word: charisma 

Joey word: charm 

 

 He had swayed everybody to his side with his charisma and words. His ____charm_______ and wit 

were two of his greatest weapons. 

 

 

1. 1. The party that once had a clean sweep in the electoral polls is now weakening visibly. Due 

to their skewed reform policies, the party support is _______________ by the day.  

 

2. Cathy cried,”Take this unsightly creature away from me.” She wasn’t fond of insects and 

found them ____________ looking. 

 

3. The project supervisor thinks very highly of himself. He thinks that being given the charge of 

the project makes him everyone’s _______________.  

 

4. Every time Tim thought of Emma, he was consumed by remorsefulness. But his __________ 

could not bring her back to life. 

 

5. Kim lets her rambunctious ten year old do whatever he likes. But her mother is concerned 

that such freedom might turn him into a _____________ and irresponsible teenager when 

he grows up.    

 

6. The easterly winds bring a welcome change with clouds carrying high amounts of moisture 

and increased chances of precipitation. The people of Wales will finally experience the 

seasons first ___________.  

 



 

 

7. If you observe carefully, you will ___________________ that the shape of his head is a little 

strange. I can vouch for the fact that he is not from this planet. 

 

8. Marie’s piano instructor has trained her well. She was requested by the music academy to 

join as a  ________ and carry her teacher’s legacy forward.  

 

9. The people of the kingdom are worried that their is no able __________ to the throne. The 

sole inheritor is the kings reckless son is a wastrel and a fool. 

 

10. News of flood in the nearby districts had no effect on the village people. They are indolent 

and addicted to a life of leisure. They’d rather stay ___________ and wait for the flood to hit 

them that make a move to save themselves. 

 

11. The farmers feasted sumptuously at the festival dinner celebrating new harvest. They 

__________ to their heart’s content.   

 

12. The annual financial report of the party is full of falsities. The members did not hesitate from 

replacing facts with ______________. 

 

13. The size of the infant’s cranium is not a common birth abnormality. It is a kind of biological  

___________ that occurs in very rare cases. 

 

14. I apologise for commenting prematurely on the issue. I realised it was a little ___________ 

to form strong opinions. 

 

 

 

12. Consider the following expressions in Basque and their unordered English translations (some 

words have been left out). You do not need to know Basque to be able to figure these out.  

 

Fill in the gaps that are present in the matching below                  [5X6] 

 

3. abenduaren lehena, ____________ 

 10. __________ bigarrena, ostirala 

b)the last Wednesday of ________________ 

d)the last _______________ of December 
f)the twenty third of January, _____________ 
i)___________ of September, Monday 

 

 

   



 

 

 

Match the expressions with their translations   [5 x 10] 

 

1. urtarrilaren hogeita hirugarrena, larunbata a)the first Thursday of February 

2. otsailaren lehenengo osteguna b)the last Wednesday of ________________ 

3. abenduaren lehena, ____________ c)the first of December, Wednesday 

4. azaroaren hirugarren ostirala d)the last _______________ of December 

5. irailaren lehena, astelehena e)the ninth of June, Sunday 

6. abenduaren azken astea f)the twenty third of January, _____________ 

7. ekainaren bederatzigarrena, igandea g)the last Saturday of October 

8. irailaren azken asteazkena h)the third Friday of November 

9. urriaren azken larunbata i)___________ of September, Monday 

10. __________ bigarrena, ostirala j)the second of January, Friday 

 

 

 

 

Translate into Basque:         [10 x 2] 

1. the first Monday of December 

2. the twenty ninth of November, Saturday 

 

 


